City boy that I am, I have a lot of trouble telling weeds from cultivated plants.  But the recent rains produced a lot of things that weren’t there before, so I assumed they were weeds outside my door.  After pulling a few that were definitely weeds, I went for a coffee and some thinking time.  I noticed though, that they all seem to grow alongside each other with no problem.

Today, we’ve got yet another agrarian parable from Jesus:  the parable of the weeds.  The old name of “Tares and Wheat” is actually more accurate.  Tares are actually bearded darnel, a troublesome weed that grew everywhere in Palestine  and it grew right alongside wheat or any other cultivated plant.  
Now, darnel presented problems to the farmer when it appeared amidst the wheat.  First, until matured, darnel looked a just like wheat.  It’s roots tangled with those of the wheat and, if you pulled the darnel out, everything else might come out with it.  Finally, you couldn’t just grind them together because the darnel produced a dangerous toxin.  
· What was a farmer to do?  Well, it seems as though Jesus was quite an astute farmer:  he knew not to pluck the darnel.  He knew to let it grow, leave it alone and then concentrate on growing the wheat until harvest time.  Darnel was a nuisance, but it did absolutely no harm to the wheat.  All the farmer had to do was be aware of it, let it be and then keep it out of the mill.  If you did this, then everything would be fine.  Afterwards, there was a bonus:  the darnel made excellent kindling for fires.
While Jesus offers explanation, it’s really more of a tease.  He was talking about the Reign of God, how to live successfully in it.  He was addressing the premium that we will often place on the darnel in our lives.  That is to say, the things that can keep us all away from noticing any of the good in front of us here and now in God’s reign.  
As with most of the parables, there are analogies to be drawn from the different characters.  The slaves in this story are us and the bad seed/good seed are parts of us and we all carry both “seeds” in us.  What ‘darnel’ do we carry around with us?  What do we have in us that can obscure the Christ within us?  

Well, how about negative thinking; ideas that infect our souls and keep us from realizing our God-given potential?  Just like darnel, they have a habit of popping up just when something important is on the horizon.  They’re strong, their roots tangle with the good roots and they will often mask themselves as reality.  They have a way of hiding the good in front of us and the good in us, and keep us from doing any good at all.  Like darnel, they’re stubborn and tenacious and can hold us back, wallowing in a pool of good intentions that go nowhere.  
While in the midst of these thoughts, we might, if we’re lucky, take notice.  Our first impulse might be to change things drastically, so We might try to root them out.  What’s the result?  Sometimes it’s disaster.  Jesus encourages us not to indulge ourselves with the darnel of hopelessness and despair while forgetting that we still have wheat thriving among the darnel.  Because if we bring this to church with us and it gets downright contagious! 

So, how do we live among the wheat and the darnel?  First:  it’s important to acknowledge that we’ve all got some darnel.  This is the start of healthy living in the Reign of God:  let the darnel be and focus our attention on the cultivated crops.  In other words:  live and let live; don’t judge; get on with it.

As many here know, I used to play the Scottish bagpipes competitively.  Years ago, our band had only lately taken back to the competitive circuit after a long period of dormancy.  We didn’t know what we were doing, but we brought what we had to the field to try our luck.  
We weren’t the only band in our very Scottish town.  There was another band too—we called them “Brand X.”   Well, Brand X had this habit of poaching our best talent.  The result was that, over the years, we became bitter enemies.  As luck would have it, we both showed up at the same contest one weekend.  
Unbeknownst to me, my cousin, the pipe major, spent his time after the contest talking with judges and other competitors.  The funny thing was that absolutely no one had anything disparaging to say to us.  In fact, they had nothing but congratulations and tips for improvement.  All of them knew what old Brand X was up to and told us to ignore them and change our focus.  Next day, my cousin shared what had happened the night before.  From that point on, things started to change because we knew we were on the right track and we knew we were supported.
Within a couple of years, we became a successful band.  Quality players asked to join us; we didn’t have to resort to poaching or begging and our final product spoke for itself.  All that from leaving the darnel alone and tending to our own harvest of fine wheat seed!
Have we taken a good sharp look at our darnel?  Does it look suspiciously like our wheat?  Have any of us heard or almost instinctively said things like this: 

Yeah, but we’ve never done that before…
Yeah, but we just don’t have people to do anything…
Yeah, but that was already tried around here… 
yeah, but we don’t have any money… 
Yeah, but, yeah but, yeah but…

The “yeah buts” are endless.  But know this:  those are feelings and feelings aren’t facts.  When they start to look like facts, just like darnel, they can grow right alongside our best efforts and intentions.  If we give them undue attention, they can rob us of our God-given right to have hope.  Christ’s advice in this parable is clear:  leave the darnel be.  Tend the wheat:  Take small actions and nurture them; if we let them grow, they will grow.  
The human condition is full of darnel and wheat.  This is what Paul is really getting at in 1st Corinthians today.  He isn’t condemning our physical bodies; but observing that human nature is full of nasty problems and contradictions.  Life in the spirit means that we need to recognize this and to go on living fully anyway.  Paul reminds us not of what we are, but of what we can be in Christ if we have hope.  Being part Christ’s body means we’re supposed to live in hope.  Hope is what gives our life together meaning.  That hope isn’t about what we can see at all.
It all comes down to Focus and attitude.  The darnel is there—that is life—but so are the seeds of hope if we take the time to focus on them.  To function in God’s reign and do our job means to sprout and grow, to realize our own possibilities and contribute to the good of all of creation… darnel or no darnel.
2

